
 

 
 
A meeting of HUNTINGDONSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL will be held 
in the CIVIC SUITE (LANCASTER / STIRLING ROOMS), 
PATHFINDER HOUSE, ST MARY'S STREET, HUNTINGDON PE29 
3TN on WEDNESDAY, 14 OCTOBER 2026 at 7:00 PM and you are 
requested to attend for the transaction of the following business:- 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
APOLOGIES
 

APOLOGIES  
 
Time Allocation:  

1. THOUGHT FOR THE DAY  
 

Reverand Leo Esosa Oroborto open the meeting with a ‘Thought for the Day’. 
 

Time Allocation:  
 

2. MINUTES (Pages 27 - 48) 
 

To approve as a correct record the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 
9th September 2026. 

 
Time Allocation: 2 Minutes. 
 

3. MEMBERS' INTERESTS  
 

To receive from Members declarations as to disclosable pecuniary, other 
registerable and non-registerable interests in relation to any Agenda item. See 
Notes below. 

 
Time Allocation: 2 Minutes. 
 

4. CHAIR'S ENGAGEMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS (Pages 49 - 50) 
 

To note the Chair’s engagements since the last Council meeting. 
 

Time Allocation: 5 Minutes. 
 

5. QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC  
 



 
To receive and respond to questions submitted by members of the public in 
accordance with the Council Procedure Rule 10.1. 

 
Time Allocation:  
 

6. SCHEME OF DELEGATION (Pages 51 - 66) 
 

Councillor P Hodgson-Jones, Chair of the Corporate Governance Committee to 
present a report on proposals to amend the Council’s Constitution on a revised 
Scheme of Delegation, updated to reflect changes in Officer roles and posts and 
redrafted to provide greater clarity on the distinction between delegations relating 
to Council functions and Executive functions. 
 
(The report was considered and endorsed by the Corporate Governance 
Committee at their meeting on 16th September 2026). 

 
Time Allocation:  
 

7. CHANGES TO THE CODE OF PROCUREMENT (PART 4 RULE AND 
PROCEDURE OF THE COUNCIL'S CONSTITUTION) (Pages 67 - 152) 

 
Councillor P Hodgson-Jones, Chair of the Corporate Governance Committee to 
present a report on proposals to amend the Council’s Constitution on the 
replacement of the Council’s existing Code of Procurement with a new set of 
Contract Procedure Rules. 
 
(The report was considered and endorsed by the Corporate Governance 
Committee at their meeting on 16th September 2026). 

 
Time Allocation:  
 

8. QUESTIONS TO MEMBERS OF THE CABINET  
 

In accordance with the Council Procedure Rules, all questions – 
  
❖ Must be relevant to an item which the Council has powers or duties; 
❖ Must not relate to an item which is included elsewhere on the Agenda 
❖ Should be limited to obtaining information or pressing for action; and 
❖ Should not exceed two minutes in duration. 

  
Questions should not divulge or require to be divulged, confidential or exempt 
information. 

 
Time Allocation: 15 Minutes. 
 

9. CAMBRIDGESHIRE AND PETERBOROUGH COMBINED AUTHORITY - 
UPDATE (Pages 153 - 176) 

 
This item provides an opportunity for District Council Members to ask questions on 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority issues.  
 



 
If Members wish to raise questions or issues requiring a detailed response, it 
would be helpful if they can provide prior notice so that the necessary information 
can be obtained in advance of the meeting. 

 
Time Allocation: 20 Minutes. 
 

10. OUTCOMES FROM COMMITTEES AND PANELS (Pages 177 - 178) 
 

An opportunity for Members to raise any issues or ask questions arising from 
recent meetings of the Council’s Committees and Panels. 
  
A list of meetings held since the last Council meeting is attached for information 
and Members are requested to address their questions to Committee and Panel 
Chairs. 

 
Time Allocation: 10 Minutes. 
 

11. VARIATIONS TO THE MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES AND PANELS  
 

Group Leaders to report on variations to the Membership of Committees and 
Panels if necessary. 

 
Time Allocation: 5 Minutes. 
 

12. NOTICES OF MOTION  
 

a) Motion from Councillor R Ioannides 
 
Opposition to Further Asylum Accommodation and Sanctuary Status in 
Huntingdonshire 
 
This Council notes that: 
 
1. Immigration, border control, asylum determination, immigration enforcement 

and the removal of persons who have no lawful right to remain in the United 
Kingdom are responsibilities of the UK Government. 

2. The provision and commissioning of accommodation for persons supported 
through the asylum system is principally a Home Office responsibility and is 
delivered through nationally commissioned arrangements and accommodation 
providers. 

3. Huntingdonshire District Council does not determine asylum claims and does 
not possess a general legal power to prohibit the Home Office from 
accommodating individuals within the district. 

4. Nevertheless, the location and concentration of asylum accommodation can 
have consequences for local housing supply, community cohesion, policing, 
healthcare, environmental health, housing enforcement and other public 
services affecting Huntingdonshire residents. 

5. Huntingdonshire District Council currently publishes wording stating that it 
welcomes asylum seekers, refugees and detainees and describes Council 
officers as providing a link between HDC, Serco and community organisations. 



 
6. Compliance with statutory duties imposed upon the Council is separate from 

political endorsement of the Government's asylum accommodation or dispersal 
policies. 

 
This Council Believes: 
 
1. Huntingdonshire should not become, seek recognition as, describe itself as, or 

adopt the policies or commitments of a Council, District, Borough or Local 
Authority of Sanctuary. 

2. There should be no further expansion of Home Office asylum accommodation 
within Huntingdonshire. 

3. Huntingdonshire has already contributed to national asylum accommodation 
arrangements and should not be expected to accept additional capacity. 

4. The availability of accommodation within Huntingdonshire should not, of itself, 
be treated by the Home Office or its contractors as justification for further 
procurement or placements within the district. 

5. The Government should take proper account of existing housing pressures, 
infrastructure capacity, availability of public services and the cumulative effect 
of asylum accommodation when determining where accommodation should be 
located. 

6. Where the Council possesses a lawful discretion, it should exercise that 
discretion in favour of protecting the interests, resources and services of 
Huntingdonshire residents and not voluntarily facilitating the expansion of 
asylum accommodation within the district. 

7. Persons whose asylum claims remain legally unresolved must be 
distinguished from persons who have exhausted all relevant appeal rights and 
have been finally determined to have no lawful basis to remain in the United 
Kingdom. 

8. Where a person has been finally determined to have no lawful right to remain 
in the United Kingdom, the Government should secure their prompt removal 
rather than allowing prolonged residence at public expense. 

9. The Council's compliance with statutory duties towards any person should not 
be represented as political support for further asylum dispersal or 
accommodation within Huntingdonshire. 

 
This Council therefore resolves to: 
 
1. No Sanctuary Status 

 
That Huntingdonshire District Council: 

  
a) shall not seek, endorse or support designation, accreditation or 

recognition as a Council of Sanctuary, District of Sanctuary or 
equivalent; 

b) shall not adopt any Sanctuary charter, pledge or commitment which 
creates a political commitment to encourage or facilitate additional 
asylum accommodation within Huntingdonshire; and 

c) formally rejects the principle that Huntingdonshire should be designated 
or promoted as a sanctuary destination for additional asylum 
accommodation. 
 

2. Zero Further Expansion 



 
 
This Council formally opposes any further expansion of Home Office asylum 
accommodation within Huntingdonshire. 
 
The Council's position is that there should be: 
 
• no additional asylum hotels; 
• no additional large or medium asylum accommodation sites; 
• no net increase in dispersed asylum accommodation; 
• no procurement of additional houses, flats, HMOs or other residential premises 

for the purpose of increasing asylum accommodation capacity; 
• no conversion of further commercial, institutional or other premises into asylum 

accommodation; and 
• no replacement of accommodation which leaves the Home Office asylum 

estate with new accommodation elsewhere within Huntingdonshire. 
 

3. Immediate Moratorium 
 
This Council calls upon the Home Secretary, the Home Office and its contracted 
accommodation providers to impose an immediate moratorium on the 
procurement and establishment of any additional asylum accommodation capacity 
within Huntingdonshire. 
 
This moratorium should apply to hotels, houses, flats, HMOs, hostels, former 
commercial buildings, large sites, institutional premises and any other form of 
accommodation principally procured for the Home Office asylum estate. 
 
4. No New Placements Requiring Additional Capacity 

 
This Council calls upon the Home Office to ensure that no additional asylum 
placements are made within Huntingdonshire where doing so would require the 
procurement, commissioning or expansion of additional asylum accommodation 
capacity within the district. 
 
5. No Renewal or Replacement of Existing Accommodation 

 
This Council calls upon the Home Office and its contractors not to renew, extend 
or replace existing asylum accommodation contracts within Huntingdonshire as 
those contracts or arrangements expire. 
 
Where an asylum accommodation property or facility leaves the Home Office 
estate, this Council's position is that it should not be replaced by another property 
or facility elsewhere within Huntingdonshire. 
 
6. Progressive Withdrawal 

 
This Council calls for the existing Home Office asylum accommodation estate 
within Huntingdonshire to be progressively reduced, with the objective of ending 
the use of Home Office asylum accommodation within the district. 
 



 
The Executive Leader shall write to the Home Secretary requesting a timetable for 
progressively reducing existing asylum accommodation capacity within 
Huntingdonshire. 
 
7. No Voluntary Council Facilitation 

 
Where Huntingdonshire District Council has a lawful discretion, the Council will not 
voluntarily: 
• Offer or nominate Council-controlled land or property for asylum 

accommodation; 
• lease or make Council-controlled property available principally for asylum 

accommodation; 
• identify Council assets for that purpose; 
• enter into new discretionary agreements principally intended to establish or 

expand asylum accommodation; 
• actively promote Huntingdonshire to accommodation providers as a location for 

further asylum accommodation; or 
• voluntarily participate in schemes whose principal purpose is to increase Home 

Office asylum accommodation capacity within the district. 
 
Nothing within this resolution requires the Council to refuse to comply with an 
obligation imposed upon it by law. 
 
8. Formal Opposition to New Home Office or Contractor Proposals 

 
Where the Home Office, Serco or any successor accommodation provider informs 
or consults the Council regarding proposed additional asylum accommodation 
within Huntingdonshire: 
the political position of Huntingdonshire District Council shall be one of formal 
opposition to further expansion. 
 
The Executive Leader or relevant Executive Councillor shall make the strongest 
lawful representations available against such expansion, including representations 
concerning: 
 
• existing asylum accommodation within the district; 
• local housing need; 
• availability of private rented accommodation; 
• homelessness pressures; 
• healthcare capacity; 
• policing and community safety; 
• infrastructure; 
• environmental health; 
• community cohesion; 
• cumulative impact; and 
• additional financial pressure upon local public services. 

 
For the avoidance of doubt, this political position shall not predetermine any 
individual planning, licensing, housing enforcement or other regulatory decision 
which legislation requires to be determined independently and on its individual 
merits. 



 
 
9. Removal of the Council's Existing “Welcome” Policy Wording 

 
This Council rejects the use of corporate Council communications to express 
political support for further asylum dispersal into Huntingdonshire. 
 
The Council therefore requests the removal and replacement of its existing 
corporate wording stating that: 
 
“We welcome asylum seekers, refugees and detainees…” 
insofar as that wording represents an institutional political position concerning 
asylum seekers. 
 
It shall be replaced by politically neutral factual information which: 
 
• explains the respective responsibilities of the Home Office and 

Huntingdonshire District Council; 
• identifies any statutory services or assistance which individuals are legally 

entitled to access; 
• provides necessary public information; 
• distinguishes refugees, persons with unresolved asylum claims and persons 

with no lawful right to remain; and 
• makes clear that compliance with statutory obligations does not amount to 

Council endorsement of further asylum accommodation or dispersal within 
Huntingdonshire. 

 
Nothing within this resolution prevents the Council from providing factual 
information necessary for residents to access services to which they are legally 
entitled. 
 
10. No Discretionary Funding to Expand Asylum Accommodation Where legally 

permissible: 
 
no new discretionary expenditure from Huntingdonshire District Council's locally 
controlled resources shall be approved where its principal purpose is to procure, 
establish, expand or encourage additional Home Office asylum accommodation 
within Huntingdonshire. 
 
This shall not prevent expenditure: 
 
• required by law; 
• necessary to discharge an existing statutory duty; 
• required to protect children or vulnerable persons where the Council has a 

legal responsibility; 
• necessary for regulatory or enforcement functions; 
• necessary to protect the Council's financial interests; or 
• recoverable from the Home Office or another public authority where accepting 

that funding protects Huntingdonshire taxpayers from costs which would 
otherwise fall upon the district. 
 

11. Full Enforcement of Planning, Housing and Licensing Requirements  



 
 
The Council shall continue to apply all lawful planning, environmental health, 
housing standards, HMO licensing, fire safety referral, waste, nuisance and 
enforcement requirements to properties used for asylum accommodation. 
There shall be no relaxation of regulatory standards because accommodation is 
being procured or funded by the Home Office or one of its contractors. 
Individual regulatory decisions shall continue to be taken lawfully and on their 
merits. 
 
12. Prior Consultation 

 
This Council calls upon the Home Office and its contractors not to procure or 
commission further asylum accommodation within Huntingdonshire without 
advance notification to Huntingdonshire District Council and meaningful 
engagement with the communities directly affected. 
Where additional accommodation is proposed, the Council shall request 
disclosure, so far as lawfully possible, of: 
 
• the proposed location; 
• accommodation type; 
• maximum capacity; 
• proposed duration; 
• intended cohort; 
• security arrangements; 
• safeguarding arrangements; 
• property management arrangements; 
• anticipated pressure upon public services; 
• additional funding being provided to public authorities; and 
• arrangements for dealing with complaints, antisocial behaviour or other 

community concerns. 
 

13. Transparency and Member Reporting 
 

The Council requests that Members receive regular reports, insofar as the 
information is lawfully available, identifying: 
 
• the total number of asylum accommodation properties within Huntingdonshire; 
• the aggregate accommodation capacity; 
• the broad geographical distribution of accommodation; 
• properties entering or leaving the Home Office estate; 
• new procurement enquiries received from Home Office contractors; 
• Home Office funding received by HDC; 
• identifiable expenditure incurred by HDC; 
• identifiable demands upon Council services; and 
• representations made by the Council opposing further expansion. 

 
Commercially confidential and personal information shall not be disclosed where 
disclosure would be unlawful. 
 
14. Persons With No Lawful Right to Remain 

 



 
This Council calls upon His Majesty's Government to ensure that persons who 
have exhausted all applicable appeal rights and have been finally determined to 
have no lawful basis to remain in the United Kingdom are removed promptly and 
efficiently in accordance with the law. 
The Executive Leader shall write to the Home Secretary requesting: faster 
determination of outstanding asylum claims; 
faster resolution of immigration appeals; 
 
effective enforcement of final immigration decisions; increased removals of 
persons with no lawful right to remain; 
appropriate arrangements with countries of origin for returns; and 
 
an end to prolonged taxpayer-funded accommodation for persons who have no 
continuing lawful basis to remain in the United Kingdom. 
 
15. Formal Notification of Huntingdonshire's Position 
 
The Executive Leader shall send a copy of this resolution to: 
 
• the Home Secretary; 
• the Minister responsible for asylum and immigration; 
• the Home Office; 
• the Home Office asylum accommodation provider responsible for 

Huntingdonshire; 
• Huntingdonshire's Members of Parliament; and 
• Other relevant public authorities involved in asylum accommodation planning 

within the district. 
 

The correspondence shall expressly state: 
 
“Huntingdonshire District Council does not consent to the further expansion of 
Home Office asylum accommodation within Huntingdonshire. The Council calls for 
an immediate moratorium on additional asylum accommodation capacity, for 
existing accommodation not to be renewed or replaced as contracts expire, and 
for the Home Office asylum accommodation estate within Huntingdonshire to be 
progressively reduced with the objective of ending its use within the district.” 
 
16. Standing Asylum Accommodation Preparedness and Response Protocol 
 
This Council requests that Cabinet establishes and maintains a standing Asylum 
Accommodation Preparedness and Response Protocol, capable of immediate 
activation upon notification or discovery of any proposed new asylum 
accommodation, expansion of existing asylum accommodation or substantial new 
placement within Huntingdonshire. 
The Protocol should provide for immediate coordination between all relevant 
Council functions, including: 
 
• planning; 
• legal services; 
• housing; 
• environmental health; 



 
• HMO licensing; 
• community safety; 
• safeguarding; 
• finance; 
• communications; 
• enforcement; and 
• any other relevant regulatory service. 

 
The Protocol should identify in advance the respective responsibilities of officers, 
escalation procedures, legal advice arrangements, Member notification 
requirements and the Council's available statutory and non-statutory responses so 
that HDC is not required to establish its powers and procedures from first 
principles after a proposal has already substantially progressed. 
 
17. Immediate Planning, Legal and Regulatory Assessment and Evidence File 
  
Upon becoming aware of any significant proposal for new or expanded asylum 
accommodation within Huntingdonshire, this Council requests that Cabinet 
ensures that: 
 
a. an immediate planning and legal assessment is undertaken, including 

consideration of: 
 

• the existing lawful use of the premises; 
• the proposed use; 
• whether a material change of use would occur; 
• whether planning permission is required; 
• applicable planning conditions; 
• HMO licensing requirements; 
• housing standards; 
• environmental-health requirements; 
• occupancy and amenity considerations; 
• any relevant regulatory requirements; and 
• all enforcement powers lawfully available to HDC; 

 
b. a contemporaneous evidence file is opened immediately, recording all 

relevant: 
 

• planning evidence; 
• housing impacts; 
• service pressures; 
• environmental-health matters; 
• community-safety evidence; 
• safeguarding considerations; 
• financial consequences; 
• correspondence with the Home Office and accommodation providers; 
• representations from other public authorities; and 
• evidence relating to the suitability or otherwise of the proposed location. 

  



 
Where officers reasonably consider that a planning, housing, licensing or other 
regulatory breach exists or is likely to occur, this Council requests that every 
appropriate, lawful and proportionate enforcement option is considered without 
delay, including formal enforcement action and, where supported by specialist 
legal advice and the evidential and legal tests are satisfied, injunctive relief. 
 
18. Immediate Member Notification and Scrutiny This Council requests that: 

 
a. relevant Ward Councillors and all Group Leaders are notified promptly when the 

Council receives credible notification of a significant new asylum 
accommodation proposal or proposed substantial expansion within 
Huntingdonshire; 

b. Members are provided, insofar as legally permissible, with sufficient information 
to understand the nature, scale, location and likely consequences of the 
proposal; and 

c. any substantial proposal and HDC's response to it is reported to the appropriate 
Overview and Scrutiny Panel at the earliest practicable opportunity. 

 
The purpose of this provision is to ensure democratic oversight begins while 
proposals are still capable of being influenced rather than after accommodation 
arrangements have effectively been determined. 
 
19. Current Numbers, Future Projections and Public Transparency 
 
The Executive Leader shall request that the Home Office and its accommodation 
providers provide  
HDC with, and regularly update, insofar as disclosure is lawful: 
 
• the current number of persons accommodated through Home Office asylum 

accommodation arrangements within Huntingdonshire; 
• the number and type of accommodation properties currently in use; 
• their aggregate capacity; 
• their broad geographical distribution; 
• the number of persons accommodated by broad accommodation cohort where 

that information can lawfully be supplied; 
• the projected accommodation requirement for Huntingdonshire over the next 

12, 24 and 36 months; 
• anticipated increases or reductions in accommodation capacity; 
• proposed procurement activity; 
• expected future placement requirements; and 
• the expected duration of existing accommodation arrangements. 

 
This Council further requests full transparency from Government concerning 
contracts and commissioning arrangements with asylum accommodation providers 
insofar as those arrangements affect Huntingdonshire, including relevant 
information concerning contract duration, accommodation requirements, provider 
responsibilities and proposed changes to the accommodation estate. 
Where information can lawfully be placed in the public domain without 
compromising personal privacy, commercial confidentiality, security or 
safeguarding, the Council requests that it is published so that Huntingdonshire 



 
residents and elected Members have access to accurate information rather than 
speculation. 
 
20. Public-Service, Infrastructure, Community-Safety and Safeguarding Impact 

Assessments 
 

For any proposed substantial asylum accommodation facility or material expansion 
within Huntingdonshire, this Council requests that the Home Office provides, 
before accommodation is commissioned wherever reasonably practicable, a clear 
assessment of the foreseeable short-term and long-term impacts upon: 
 
• housing; 
• homelessness services; 
• healthcare; 
• policing; 
• community safety; 
• education; 
• children's services; 
• adult social care; 
• public health; 
• transport; 
• waste and environmental services; 
• community infrastructure; and 
• other affected local public services. 

 
Where responsibilities fall upon Cambridgeshire County Council, Cambridgeshire 
Constabulary, NHS bodies or another public authority rather than HDC, this 
Council requests that those organisations are given sufficient advance information 
to undertake their own assessments. 
  
The Council shall also request that appropriate risk and safeguarding 
assessments are undertaken in relation to any substantial proposed 
accommodation, having regard to the particular circumstances of the proposed 
site and surrounding area, including where relevant: 
proximity to schools; 
 
• nurseries; 
• children's play areas; 
• supported accommodation; 
• vulnerable-person services; 
• healthcare facilities; and 
• other locations giving rise to legitimate safeguarding considerations. 

 
Any such assessment must be evidence-led and based upon the actual proposed 
use, location, occupancy arrangements and identified risks rather than 
assumptions about individuals. 
 
21. Advance Notification of Future Placements 
 
In addition to the requirements concerning new accommodation sites contained 
elsewhere within this motion, the Executive Leader shall request that the Home 



 
Office and its contractors provide the earliest possible advance notification of 
material changes in placement numbers within Huntingdonshire, including 
placements using existing accommodation capacity. 
The information requested should include, insofar as it may lawfully be disclosed: 
 
• anticipated numbers; 
• broad accommodation cohort; 
• proposed timing; 
• expected duration; 
• locations at an appropriate non-personal level; and 
• information reasonably required by local public authorities to undertake service 

planning, safeguarding and community-safety assessments. 
 

This Council believes local authorities and other public services should not first 
become aware of material changes in accommodation demand only after 
placements have occurred. 
 
22. Statutory Local Consent Mechanism 

 
Recognising that Huntingdonshire District Council does not presently possess a 
general legal veto over Home Office asylum accommodation decisions: 
This Council calls upon His Majesty's Government to establish a statutory local-
consent mechanism requiring meaningful consultation with the relevant local 
authority before substantial asylum accommodation is commissioned and 
providing a formal mechanism through which a local authority may withhold 
consent where objective evidence demonstrates that a proposed location or level 
of accommodation is unsuitable or would impose unacceptable cumulative impacts 
upon the locality. 
The Executive Leader shall specifically request that Government considers 
legislation or national policy providing local authorities with a meaningful ability to 
reject proposed substantial accommodation before arrangements become 
operational, rather than merely being consulted after substantive decisions have 
already been taken. 
 
23. Huntingdonshire Is Not a Willing Partner in Further Expansion 

 
For the avoidance of any doubt concerning the political position established by this 
motion: 
Huntingdonshire District Council does not regard itself as a willing partner in the 
further expansion of Home Office asylum accommodation within the district. 
This Council does not accept that Huntingdonshire communities should simply be 
expected to absorb the local consequences of national asylum accommodation 
policy without meaningful local consent, adequate information, proper impact 
assessment and full Government funding. 
Where the Government nevertheless proposes further expansion, this Council 
requests that Cabinet, the Executive Leader and relevant Executive Members use 
every lawful power, representation, escalation route, avenue and influence 
available to Huntingdonshire District Council to oppose and challenge that 
expansion, consistently with the Legal Safeguard contained within this motion. 
 
24. Multi-Agency Service Planning and Full Government Funding 

 



 
Where any existing or proposed asylum accommodation generates identifiable 
additional demand upon local public services, this Council shall call upon the 
Government to ensure that the full additional financial consequence of its national 
policy is met by central Government rather than local taxpayers. 
Where significant accommodation is proposed, HDC shall request that the Home 
Office coordinates with relevant public authorities to establish: 
 
• anticipated demand on individual services; 
• additional staffing or service requirements; 
• the funding available; 
• the duration of that funding; 
• responsibility for unforeseen additional expenditure; and 
• arrangements for reviewing the actual impact following occupation. 

 
This Council believes that neither Huntingdonshire taxpayers nor taxpayers 
funding other affected local public authorities should be required to subsidise 
identifiable additional costs arising from decisions taken by central Government. 
 
25. Publication of Government Responses and Accountability 
 
The Executive Leader shall request a substantive written response from the Home 
Office to the matters raised by this motion. 
Subject to lawful redaction for personal information, safeguarding, security and 
genuine commercial confidentiality, this Council requests that: 
 
• correspondence sent pursuant to this motion; 
• substantive Home Office responses; 
• information concerning proposed accommodation capacity; 
• Government responses concerning future projections; 
• relevant impact information; and 
• are made available to Members and, where lawfully appropriate, published for 

residents. 
 
This Council believes that decisions materially affecting Huntingdonshire 
communities should be made through a transparent and accountable process and 
that residents and their elected representatives should have access to sufficient 
information to scrutinise their consequences. 
 
26. Comprehensive Formal Challenge Where a Proposal Is Unsuitable 
 
Where the evidence file, planning assessment, legal assessment, safeguarding 
assessment, community-safety information or public-service impact assessment 
demonstrates that a proposed asylum accommodation site is unsuitable: 
 
this Council requests that HDC submits a comprehensive formal objection to the 
Home Office and accommodation provider and pursues every available lawful 
escalation route. 
 
The objection should identify the evidence relied upon, the specific local 
consequences identified and the remedy sought, and should be escalated where 
appropriate to: 



 
 
• senior Home Office officials; 
• the responsible Government Minister; 
• the Home Secretary; 
• Huntingdonshire's Members of Parliament; and 
• any other public body possessing a relevant decision-making or oversight 

function. 
 

Where the Council considers further legal action potentially available, specialist 
legal advice should be obtained promptly so that an opportunity to protect 
Huntingdonshire's lawful interests is not lost through delay. 
 
Legal Safeguard 
 
For the avoidance of doubt, nothing in this motion: 
 
• seeks to determine an individual's immigration or asylum status; 
• seeks to prevent any person from exercising a right conferred upon them by 

law; 
• directs an officer or Member to act contrary to a statutory duty; 
• requires unlawful discrimination against any person; 
• predetermines a planning, licensing, housing, homelessness, regulatory or 

enforcement decision which must legally be considered on its individual merits; 
or 

• requires Huntingdonshire District Council to obstruct the lawful exercise of a 
power belonging to the Secretary of State or another public authority. 

 
The purpose of this motion is to establish the strongest lawful political and 
corporate position available to Huntingdonshire District Council against any further 
expansion of asylum accommodation within the district, to withdraw voluntary 
Council support for such expansion, to ensure that every lawful planning, 
regulatory, enforcement, financial, scrutiny and representational mechanism 
available to the Council is prepared and used where appropriate, and to advocate 
for the progressive reduction of the existing Home Office asylum accommodation 
estate in Huntingdonshire. 
 
 
 
b) Motion from Councillor K Maheshwari 
 
Local Planning Powers to Protect High Street Diversity 
 
This Council notes that: 
 
1. Huntingdonshire’s town centres are strongest when they contain a healthy and 

varied mix of shops, services and other businesses. 
 

2. Use Class E allows a wide range of commercial, business and service activities 
to change from one use to another without requiring planning permission. 

 



 
3. This flexibility has benefits, but it can also mean that councils have limited ability 

to respond where one particular type of activity becomes over-concentrated in a 
part of a town centre. 

 
4. The Government has announced proposals under which vape shops and adult 

gaming centres would require planning permission, with consultation and 
legislation to follow. However, similar local concerns can arise from 
concentrations of other Class E activities, such as barbers, nail bars, beauty 
businesses, mobile-phone sales and repair shops, or other uses depending on 
the circumstances of a particular town centre. 

 
This Council believes that: 
 
1. No lawful business should be treated as undesirable simply because of the 

type of business it is. Barbers, nail bars, mobile-phone shops and other Class 
E businesses can all make a positive contribution to our high streets. 
 

2. The planning concern arises where robust local evidence shows that an over-
concentration of a particular activity is materially harming the diversity, vitality 
or viability of a defined part of a town centre. 

 
3. In those circumstances, locally elected councils should have a targeted and 

proportionate ability to require planning permission for future movement into 
that activity, rather than having to wait for Government to identify individual 
business types nationally one at a time. 

 
4. Any such power should be evidence-based, geographically limited and subject 

to proper planning safeguards. Requiring planning permission should not 
amount to an automatic refusal; individual applications should continue to be 
determined on their planning merits. 

 
This Council therefore resolves to: 
 
1. Write to the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local 

Government asking the Government to consider creating a targeted statutory 
mechanism enabling local planning authorities, where supported by robust 
planning evidence, to require planning permission for future movement into a 
specified Class E activity within a defined town-centre area where an over-
concentration of that activity is materially harming, or is likely materially to harm, 
the diversity, vitality or viability of that area. 
 

2. Ask that any such mechanism preserves the general flexibility of Class E, 
includes appropriate safeguards and appeal rights, and allows decisions to be 
taken locally on the basis of evidence rather than blanket bans or numerical 
quotas.  

 
3. Send the motion to Huntingdonshire’s Members of Parliament and the Local 

Government Association seeking their support. 
 
 
3) Motion from Councillor S Lancaster 
 



 
Small Modular Reactors and Economic Growth 
 
This Council notes that: 
 
This Council recognises that secure, reliable and competitively priced energy is 
essential to future economic growth. Advanced manufacturing, life sciences, 
artificial intelligence, data processing and other high-value industries depend upon 
dependable electricity supplies. 
 
Small Modular Reactors have the potential to contribute to Britain’s future energy 
needs while creating skilled employment, apprenticeships, inward investment and 
supply-chain opportunities for UK businesses. 
 
Supporting Huntingdonshire businesses and residents to access these 
opportunities would be consistent with the Council’s Corporate Plan commitments 
to forward-thinking economic growth, high-value investment, skills development 
and partnership working. 
 
This Council therefore resolves to: 
 

1. Support in principle the responsible development of Small Modular 
Reactors in appropriate locations across the United Kingdom, subject to 
proper safety regulation, environmental assessment and public 
consultation. 

 
2. Request that the Executive Leader writes to the Secretary of State for      

Energy Security and Net Zero asking the Government to maximise British 
jobs, apprenticeships and supply-chain participation as the national 
programme develops. 

 
3. Request that Cabinet considers, through the Council’s existing economic-

growth work, how Huntingdonshire businesses and residents could benefit 
from the programme. This should include opportunities for local businesses 
to enter the nuclear supply chain, attract related investment and work with 
colleges, training providers and local industry to develop relevant skills, 
apprenticeships and help recruit into these courses and roles, so Hunts can 
become a leader in this future proof tech. 

 
4. Request that any proposed action arising from this work clearly identifies 

the anticipated local benefit and any cost or officer resources required 
before further commitments are made. 

 
For the avoidance of doubt, this motion does not propose or endorse any 
particular location in Huntingdonshire for a nuclear installation. Any future 
site-specific proposal must be considered separately through the 
appropriate planning, environmental, regulatory and public-consultation 
processes. 
 
d) Motion submitted by Councillor A Bulat 
 
Simpler, smarter parking in Huntingdonshire 
 



 
The Council notes that: 
 
1. Accessibility and convenience are two main factors influencing residents’ 

satisfaction with council car parks. Residents increasingly expect council 
services to adapt to modern technology, especially when it can simplify access 
to services and improve their experience using them.  

 
2. Across the UK, drivers have varying experiences parking in different towns 

and   districts, with a wide range of payment systems and parking apps 
required in different locations.  

 
3. The National Parking Platform (NPP) allows participating councils to offer 

drivers a choice of approved parking applications. This means drivers can use 
an app they know and trust, rather than having to download different apps for 
every council area.  

 
4. The NPP complements cash, card and pay-and-display facilities rather than 

replacing them.  
 
5. That the NPP is already being used by a growing number of local authorities, 

including neighbouring authority Peterborough City Council. 
 
6. The NPP also supports councils to improve parking information and availability 

data, which can increase efficiencies in how parking is managed. The NPP can 
be integrated alongside any local parking strategy.  

 
The Council believes that: 
 
1. Residents should not have to download multiple parking applications when 

crossing district boundaries, such as between Huntingdonshire and 
Peterborough.  

 
2. Huntingdonshire District Council should make better use of technology, 

including the NPP, to improve customer experience with its car parks. 
 
3. The NPP will improve the parking experience of Huntingdonshire residents as 

well as visitors. 
 
4. The council should consider parking technology alongside wider investment in 

its car parks, going beyond simplifying payments. 
 
The Council therefore resolves to: 
 

1. Ask cabinet to consider Huntingdonshire District Council joining the 
NPP before the next budget cycle. 

 
2. Ask cabinet to consider, part of the next business planning cycle, 

investment in modern parking technology and scope the feasibility of: 
 

• Improved digital payment 
• Provision of information on live parking availability 



 
• Accessibility of parking information to visitors to minimise impact on 

residential areas 
• Integrating information about parking with the wider transport network, 

such as bus connections, working with the CPCA. 
 
e) Motion submitted by Councillor L Davenport-Ray  
 
Planning for Huntingdonshire’s Future 
 
The Council notes that: 
 
1. The availability of truly affordable housing is a vital issue in Huntingdonshire, 

with   a growing gap between average earnings and housing costs. 1 
 
2. That house developers have secured planning permission for over 1.4 million 

homes across the UK that have not yet been built. 2 
 
3. The need to deliver the right homes, at the right price, in the right location to 

address this crisis. 
 
This Council notes that the Labour Government: 
 
1. Revised the ‘standard method’ for calculating house building targets creating a 

35% increase for Huntingdonshire. 3 
 
2. Continues to support the revised ‘standard method,’ despite resounding 

criticism from the Planning Officers Society, creating a housebuilding target 
“unrelated to an area’s housing need” that does “not reflect a location’s ability 
to grow and provide supporting infrastructure.” 4 

 
3. Has not revised the definition of “affordable homes” (at least 20% below market 

value) to reflect true affordability for local people. 5 
 
4. Has not adopted a national target for building social or affordable homes. 
 
5. Has made no change to financial viability assessments, which often result in 

affordable home schemes being scrapped or reduced. 
 
6. Imposed a new national scheme of planning delegation 6 that: 
 

• Cuts the number of members on our council’s Development 
Management Committee, 

 
• Delegates contentious decisions on planning matters to council officers 

and the Chair of the Development Management Committee, 
 

• Eliminates the ability of ward councillors to “call-in” planning applications 
to be heard by the Development Management Committee, and 

 
• Significantly reduces our council’s ability to engage with town and parish 

councils on planning decisions. 
 



 
This Council believes: 
 
1. The combined effect of changes introduced by the Labour Government will: 
 

• Fail to deliver the affordable homes needed in rural communities, 
 

• Cut the power of councils and councillors to act on behalf of their 
communities on planning issues, and 

 
• Further erode public trust in the planning system. 

 
This Council resolves to: 
 
1. Mandate the Chief Executive to write to the Prime Minister, relevant 

Secretaries of State, and local Members of Parliament to advocate for an 
urgent: 

 
• Reversal of national planning scheme of delegation changes that cut the 

influence of local councillors on planning decisions, 
 

• Review of the ‘standard method’ of calculating house-building targets, 
 

• Review of financial viability assessments and their use in deciding 
planning applications, 

 
• Revision of the ‘affordable housing’ definition to reflect earnings rather 

than market rates, 
 

• Adoption of a national target for building social and affordable homes, 
and 

 
• Instruction to housing developers to build-out homes that have planning 

permission. 
 
2. Mandate the Chief Executive to copy the letter at section 4, to encourage wider 

knowledge and coordinated advocacy, to the following: 
 

• The Mayor and Chief Executive of the Combined Authority of 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough, 

 
• The Leader and Chief Executive of all Cambridgeshire and geographic 

neighbouring councils, 
 

• The clerks of all Huntingdonshire town and parish councils, and 
 

• The Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Association of Local Councils 
(CAPALC). 

 
 
f) Motion submitted by Councillor K Maheshwari 
 



 
Residents’ Right to Know: Public Money and Council Performance 
 
The Council notes that: 
 
1. Huntingdonshire District Council already publishes financial and performance 

information, including individual expenditure above £250 and regular corporate 
financial and performance reporting. 

 
2. The Local Government Transparency Code establishes mandatory publication 

requirements and recommends enhanced transparency, including monthly 
publication of expenditure above £250. 

 
3. Making financial, procurement and performance information easier to find and 

connect would enable residents more readily to understand how public money 
is being spent and what it is delivering. 

 
The Council believes: 
 
1. Residents should be able, as easily as reasonably practicable, to understand 

how the Council spends public money and how its services are performing. 
 
2. Transparency should be proactive, accessible and proportionate, while 

protecting information which is required or permitted by law to be withheld. 
 
This Council resolves: 
 

1. To insert a new Article 3.1.2(b)(vi): 
 
“to receive, through proactive publication and subject to any restriction required or 
permitted by law, information sufficient to understand how the Council spends 
public money and how its services are performing. Where only part of a record is 
protected, the remainder will be published so far as lawful and reasonably 
practicable.” 
 

2. To request Cabinet, within its lawful powers and existing resources so far 
as possible, to: 

 
• provide a single public gateway to spending, procurement, contract 

and service-performance information; 
 

• publish expenditure over £250 and purchasing-card transactions 
monthly, in machine-readable form, by 1 April 2027; 

 
• publish quarterly financial and performance summaries for each 

Council service area, using existing measures, so that residents can 
readily understand the relevant financial position and how the service 
is performing, including, where applicable, material financial variance, 
performance against existing targets or service standards, direction of 
travel, and action being taken where performance is materially below 
expectation; 

 



 
• publish a Transparency Compliance Register showing each 

mandatory publication requirement applicable to the Council, its 
deadline or publication frequency, latest reporting period, date of 
publication and whether it is current; 

 
• provide clear links to relevant information held on the Government’s 

Central Digital Platform rather than unnecessarily duplicating national 
procurement records; and 

 
• where reasonably practicable, use hyperlinks, common references or 

other proportionate means to enable residents to connect published 
information relating to Council decisions, procurement or contracts, 
suppliers and payments with relevant published service or contract 
performance and outcomes. 

 
3. To request Cabinet to report publicly within 90 days on implementation, 

including what can be achieved within existing resources and any 
identified financial, legal or technical impediments. 

 
4. To receive an annual Transparency and Performance Report, with 

appropriate advice from the Monitoring Officer and Section 151 Officer 
within their respective responsibilities. 

 
5. To authorise the Monitoring Officer to make consequential drafting 

amendments to the Constitution. 
 

Time Allocation:  
 

6 day of October 2026 
 
Michelle Sacks 
 
Chief Executive and Head of Paid 
Service 
 

Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and other Registerable and Non-
Registerable  Interests. 
 
Further information on Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and other Registerable and 
Non-Registerable Interests is available in the Council’s Constitution 
 
Filming, Photography and Recording at Council Meetings 
 
This meeting will be filmed for live and/or subsequent broadcast on the Council’s 
YouTube site. The whole of the meeting will be filmed, except where there are 
confidential or exempt items. If you make a representation to the meeting you will 
be deemed to have consented to being filmed. By entering the meeting you are 
also consenting to being filmed and to the possible use of those images and sound 
recordings for webcasting and/or training purposes. If you have any queries 
regarding the streaming of Council meetings, please contact Democratic Services 
on 01480 388169.  
 

https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/rftphwbw/constitution.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/rftphwbw/constitution.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/rftphwbw/constitution.pdf


 
The District Council also permits filming, recording and the taking of photographs 
at its meetings that are open to the public. Arrangements for these activities 
should operate in accordance with guidelines agreed by the Council 
 

Please contact Mrs Lisa Jablonska, Elections and Democratic Services 
Manager, Tel No. 01480 388004 / e-mail 
Lisa.Jablonska@huntingdonshire.gov.uk  if you have a general query on any 
Agenda Item, wish to tender your apologies for absence from the meeting, or 
would like information on any decision taken by the Committee/Panel. 
Specific enquiries with regard to items on the Agenda should be directed towards 
the Contact Officer. 
Members of the public are welcome to attend this meeting as observers except 
during consideration of confidential or exempt items of business. 
 
Agenda and enclosures can be viewed on the District Council’s website. 
 

Emergency Procedure 
 

In the event of the fire alarm being sounded and on the instruction of the Meeting 
Administrator, all attendees are requested to vacate the building via the closest 

emergency exit. 
 
Attending Council and Committee Meetings 
 
Huntingdonshire District Council welcomes members of the public to attend 
meetings that are open to the public. 
 
Members of the public may attend, film, photograph, and report on meetings that 
are open to the public. * 
 
In some circumstances, a meeting may resolve to exclude the public and press to 
consider confidential or exempt information. Where this occurs, members of the 
public and press will be asked to leave the meeting room for that part of the 
meeting. 
 
Most public meetings are webcast live, and recordings are available afterwards. 
This means you do not need to attend in person to follow proceedings. 
 
The council permits public speaking at the Development Management Committee 
(planning) meetings. 
 
View further information about public speaking at Development Management 
Committees [PDF, 0.5MB] 
 
The council permits public questions at full council meetings. View further 
information about submitting a question [PDF, 0.1MB]. 
 
Public access and seating 
 
Meetings that are open to the public can be attended by anyone. 

https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/1365/filming-photography-and-recording-at-council-meetings.pdf
http://applications.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/mgListCommittees.aspx?bcr=1
http://applications.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/mgListCommittees.aspx?bcr=1
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/1364/your-right-to-speak-at-development-management-panel.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/1364/your-right-to-speak-at-development-management-panel.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/2tzdrqu2/asking-a-question-at-council-meetings.pdf


 
Seating in public areas is limited. Where demand exceeds the number of seats 
available, admission will be managed on a first-come, first-served basis, with 
priority given in the following order: 
 

1. People who live, work or own property within the Huntingdonshire District 
2. Other interested members of the public. 

 
This means that attendees within each priority group will be admitted in the order 
they arrive, subject to the number of seats available. 
 
Reserved seating 
 
Council Meetings - If you have registered in advance to ask a public question at a 
meeting of Full Council in accordance with the Council's Constitution [PDF, 
1.5MB], a seat will be reserved for you. 
 
Development Management, Licensing and Other Regulatory Hearings - If you 
have registered to speak or make representations in relation to an application or 
matter being considered by the Committee, a seat will be reserved for you. 
 
You do not need to arrive early to secure your place. 
 
When seating is full 
 
Once all public seats are occupied, no further admission will be possible. 
Standing is not permitted in meeting rooms. Additional seating cannot normally be 
provided, except where required as a reasonable adjustment for accessibility 
needs, including carers or support workers. 
For meetings of the Development Management Committee, Licensing Committee 
and other regulatory hearings, priority will be given to applicants, objectors, 
registered speakers and other parties directly involved in agenda items. 
 
Arrival, sign-in and security 
 
All visitors must sign in on arrival. 
 
If attendance is expected to exceed capacity, you may be asked to provide 
evidence that you live, work or own property within the Huntingdonshire District so 
that seating priority can be allocated fairly. In these circumstances, we would 
request a photographic ID and evidence of your address or work premises 
We recommend bringing only essential items. 
 
Bags and personal belongings may be subject to security checks. Where 
necessary, security staff may also conduct further searches. 
 
These arrangements apply equally to all public attending and are intended to help 
ensure meetings can take place safely and without disruption. 
 
Any personal information collected as part of the sign-in process will be used only 
for meeting management and safety purposes in accordance with the Council's 
Privacy Notice. Information will be retained no longer than is necessary. 
 

https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/rftphwbw/constitution.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/rftphwbw/constitution.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/council-democracy/council-open-data-and-information/data-protection/privacy-notice/
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/council-democracy/council-open-data-and-information/data-protection/privacy-notice/


 
Items not permitted 
 

• Placards, banners, flags or similar items 
• Knives, scissors or other sharp objects 
• Whistles, air horns, loudhailers or other noise-making devices 
• Bottles or other containers containing liquids, except drinking water 

intended for personal use during the meeting 
• Any item that security staff reasonably believe could compromise safety or 

disrupt the meeting. 
 
If you wish to bring large or specialist equipment into the meeting, such as 
recording equipment, please contact Democratic Services in advance via email 
to help avoid delays when entering the meeting. 
 
Behaviour at meetings 
 
Everyone attending a meeting is expected to treat others with courtesy and 
respect. Any form of verbal or physical abuse will not be tolerated. Anyone 
presenting such behaviour will be asked to leave immediately. 
 
Accessibility 
 
If you have any accessibility requirements, it would be helpful to 
contact Democratic Services before the meeting so we can fully support you. 
 
Speaking at a meeting or asking a question 
 
Members of the public may ask questions at meetings of Full Council. 
 
Members of the public may also speak or make representations at meetings of the 
Development Management Committee, Licensing Committee, and other regulatory 
hearings where public participation arrangements apply. 
 
Please note that this must be arranged in advance in accordance with the 
Council’s Constitution. 
 
Feedback 
 
If you have concerns about how these arrangements were applied at a meeting, 
please contact Democratic Services. 
 
Legal framework 
 
*Public access to meetings, and the right to film, photograph, record and report 
proceedings, are governed by legislation including the Local Government Act 
1972, Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Meetings and Access to 
Information) (England) Regulations 2012, Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 
and Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014. 

https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/council-democracy/contact-us-democratic-services/
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/council-democracy/contact-us-democratic-services/
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/council-democracy/contact-us-democratic-services/
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